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Dear Khorat UNESCO Global Geopark Team, 
 
After careful consideration, I have the pleasure to inform you that your application 
to become a UNESCO Global Geopark has been successful.  
 
The UNESCO Global Geoparks Council convened its seventh meeting over two 
sessions. The first session was organised in Thailand’s Satun UNESCO Global 
Geopark, as well as remotely, on 4 – 5 September 2022. The second session 
was held virtually on 7 – 9 December 2022. During this meeting and after having 
examined your application documents, the Council members decided to approve 
your application to become a UNESCO Global Geopark.  
 
The UNESCO Executive Board at its 216th session has now endorsed the 
decisions of the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council. Khorat has been granted 
the designation of a UNESCO Global Geopark for a four-year period, 24 May 
2023 to 23 May 2027. Your first revalidation will take place between May and 
August 2026. 
 
Khorat UNESCO Global Geopark has fulfilled all the criteria of a UNESCO 
Global Geopark, nevertheless, the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council would like 
to give the following recommendations to further improve the quality of your 
UNESCO Global Geopark. 
 
1. Improve visibility: 

- Develop a public map showing the Biosphere Reserve and Geopark 
boundaries as well as all the Geopark sites opened to the public (geology, 
culture, nature), explaining the specific character of the Khorat Geopark.  

- Prepare a more simplified geological map which can be easily understood 
by any kind of visitors. Provide additional wayfinding signage in small 
villages to guide visitors travelling to the different geosites. 

- Improve English speaking language skills of the Geopark team. 
2. Improve geological heritage promotion and conservation:  

- Provide further information about the general geological processes and 
their connection to both the landscape and the fossils in panels and other 
interpretive material. The link between the geology (the fossil record), as 
well as the impacts of the geology on human life (such as agriculture, 
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temple erosion) should be better explained. The geology of the salt 
formation should be included on the general geological information panels. 

- Develop further the geological site inventory, giving details about the 
location, size and geological age and providing a description of 
stratigraphic sequences. This should include the locations of the younger 
formations in the territory, and be extended to soils to include for example 
important geosites (e.g. salt soils). As the “Cuesta” theme is mentioned in 
the Geopark motto and in promotional material, this geomorphological 
feature should be added into the geosite inventory and database.  

- Create a database about the biodiversity in the Kham Thale So Salt 
Production area linking it to the hydrological situation and the climatic 
development. 

- Consider the renewal of The Khok Duean Ha Petrified Forest Museum.  
This could include an overview of the Khorat Geopark territory and make a 
link to climate change, natural and cultural heritage. The museum could 
also highlight changes in biodiversity and landscape due to erosion of 
geomorphological forms and processes, like for example the soils and the 
water supply.    

3. Strengthen the involvement in the activities of the Global Geoparks Network 
and the Asian Pacific Geoparks Network promoting the international value of 
the territory through the partnership with Global Geoparks under the umbrella 
of the UNESCO Global Geoparks. Seek cooperation with the neighbouring 
UGGps, particularly a stronger collaboration with Geoparks with similar 
geology.  

 
Each new UNESCO Global Geopark is obliged to become an institutional 
member of the Global Geoparks Network (GGN) Association. The GGN 
Association will separately send you a letter to be signed by your management 
body in this regard. The Global Geoparks Network Association is a non-profit 
organization subject to French legislation (the 1901 law on associations) and a 
non-governmental organization, officially established in 2014. 
 
The GGN General Assembly has also an annual fee of 1500 Euros for the GGN 
Institutional members, i.e., for each UNESCO Global Geopark. UNESCO will 
receive 1000 USD from these funds which will be used to finance capacity 
building activities for UNESCO Global Geoparks. The funds are collected by the 
treasurer of the GGN Association and then transferred to UNESCO. 
 
With many congratulations on your new designation and looking forward to a 
fruitful cooperation.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

      
 
  Kristof Vandenberghe 
               Secretary, International Geoscience and Geoparks Programme  

            Chief of Earth Sciences and Geoparks Section 
 
 
Cc: Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom of Thailand to UNESCO 
 Thai National Commission for UNESCO 


