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Organzazite
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BRaman. -
BeERTER |

The Assistant Director-General
for External Relations and Public Information

To all Permanent Delegates and
Observers to UNESCO

8 January 2018

Ref.: SC/EES/EGR/17/11537

Sir/Madam,

As stipulated in Aricle 2.10 (38 C/14 Annex |, Part B) of the Statutes of the
International Geoscience and Geoparks Programme, we hereby circulate the
report of the second session of the UNESCO Global Geoparks Councll, in annex
to this message. In September 2017, the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council met
in Quanzhai Village {China) to review the new applications, as well as two
applications for area extensions. During the session, the Council decided which
applications to accepl, reject or defer for two years, Their decisions are presented
in the attached report.

In accordance with Article 2.7 (38 C/14 Annex |, Part B) of the Statutes of the
International Geoscience and Geoparks Programme, all decisions regarding new
nominations and area extensions of UNESCO Global Geoparks will be presented
in an Information Document to the 204" session of the UNESCO Executive
Board, with a proposal to endorse these decisions.

Accapl, SifMadam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

P
/"~ ErigFal
');- ..--"'--

835

86.

a7.

88,

89

d. As the large city of Gwangju iz located within the applicant UGGp care should
be taken o assess the sustainability of the area and ensure that appropriate
measures are put in place to address this.

e Strengthen the networking with other UNESCO Global Geoparks at a regional,
national and global level, and actively contribute to intemational conferences
and meetings on UNESCO Global Geoparks.

Following the review of the Mudeungsan (Republic of Korea) application dossier and
evaluation report, the UGGpC decided that the candidate fulfils the UGGp criteria to
become a UNESCO Global Geopark and proposes that the Executive Beard endorse
this candidate as a UNESCO Global Geopark for four years.

Satun (Thailand): The area is located exclusively in Satun province, southern Thailand.
It covers four districts: Thungwa, La-ngu, Manang, and part of Musang Satun including
two national parks and one wildlife sanctuary with a total area of 2,597 km? (1,099 km?
of land area and 1,497 km? of sea area); altitude: 0 — 732 m and the temperature ranges
from 23.1°C — 34.7°C. The area is about 50 km from the city of Satun, 70 km from
Trang Airport and 120 km from Hat Yai Airport. The area is composed of mountains
and feothills on the east and north while beaches and coastal islands in the Andaman
Sea with a population of about 113,110 people, they are Thai people including
Buddhizst, Muslim and Christian, and minority groups, i.e. Semung or Maniq and Urak
Lawoi (or Chao le in Thai language). Economic activities are mainly based on
agriculiure, fishery, tourism, and small local business. The area is well known as the
land of Palasozoic fossils in Thailand and Southeast Asia for its abundance, high
diversity and the oldest succession of fossil including frilobites, brachiopods,
stromatolites, conodonts, graptolites, tentaculites and nautileids. The Cambrian trilobite
fossils at Tarutao Island are the oldest in the Thai-Malay Peninsula and, with volcanic
ash, allow absolute dating of the wellestablished late Cambrian trilobite
biostratigraphy. One new genus and five species of Cambrian trilobites are present, as
well as the mysterious red stromatolites. Significant evidence supports the evolution of
the Old Waorld Realm in which Shan-Thai formed part of peri-Gondwana terranes.

A conflict of interest was declared by Ibrahim Komoo so he left the room and he was not
present for the discussion and vote.

Two reviews were received by IUGS. One report clearly accepted the area as having
internationally important geological heritage in terms of understanding global
paleogeography whersas the other report was inconclusive.

A summary of the repert was given outlining a number of points: There is a well-defined
boundary and many of the sites are within a Mational Park and wildlife area =so are
legally protected. There is good visibility and there are many visitor centres in existence
which are very good and modem in many cases. The information available is of good
quality and always links geology with other aspects of heritage. There is a long tradition
of prometing the natural heritage as this is a National Park and wildlife area. The area
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