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Chatlernges for solid waste management of Bang Chan Landless Village
Ediitorial team

Sea community at Bang Chan Landless Village In Khlure distict of Chanthaburi
province is a rising popular tourist destination in recent years as the community |5 able to
egcellently maintain natwal ecologlcal system. The village has betome a Lounst attraction
showcasing the conservation of community way of life. Tourists can leam the fishermen's way
of life; eet on a boat trip to see red hawks - an endemic animal in mangrove area; enjoy a
boat ride to Thale Waek (separated seal — the natural phenomenon of high tide — low ficke
occurmad when the tide recedes and the sea s gradially separated by the black sand dune;
and kayaking to Immerse in the beauty of the nature of the landless village which also known
as Pak Nam Weru village. This village is an old cornmunity with the settlement history dated
back to before 1B6T by Chinese immigrants coming 1o Thailand, They took a noute pasting
Chanthaburi and stopped 1o avoid the storm at Weru River Basin. They found the abundarce
af natural marine resaurces and decided to settle in the area living their lives on the fishery.
This villaga is situated on the left bank of Weru River on formerly fertile mangrowe forests
where frees were chopped down for charcoal, in 1971, the government allowed the
concession for legal cutting of mangrove trees in the Weru Basin, A Lot of wood was cut during
the concession period. When the concession expired, people occupled the area decided o
settle in the basin which is a part of the sea, surrounded by the water, The nature of house
construction i the area starts with putting up stlts desp into the =oil bofore floonng with
wood planks and build a house on those sklts. Later, the howse stability was reimforced with
cement stilts, A small concrate road was built to connect all houses. However, The only way
to access this village is by the boat, It takes around A0 minutes of a boat ride from a pler in
Khlung district or from Ang Krapong pier in Khao Saming district of Trat province.

Solid waste situation in Bang Chan and the tourism

The growth of toursm industry has been developed constantly in Thailand. There is a
policy to promaote second-tier oties in order to distribute ncome to provinees averlooked in
the past. Toursm Authority of Thalland put Chanthaburi under its promational campaisn,
*Second-tier Cities Nat to be Missed Plus™. The province is the color of the East of Thailand.
Tourism promotional campaigns encouraged more opening of hamestay servdces in Bang Chan
subdistrict with a total of 39 operators only in Moo 2, the Largest taurism spot of the subdistrict,

also more homestay operators in other wvillages of Ban syibdistrics,

mcre ervircnmental problems in the area. particu of
6 Editorial Team Interviewsad Khun 5anan Kaswkh I Bang Eihhn
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Subdistrict Administrative Organization, a local leader who has maintained his role a5 a
local agminstrator for 25 years, He 15 a person steering the establshment of the managemeant
systen of solid waste for the landless village and cultivating the community's awareness of
erviranmental sustainability in the area.

With the houses built on stilts sumgunded by the water, there was no systematic
management of solid wastes, Khun Sanun recalls about the old day that “. fn the pasl,
vitlogers in Bang Chan district did not understand about the maintenance of environmernt
and the impoct of pollution to communities and the way of life. They carelessly threw
parboge into the seq, Some fouses made o hole ingide their compound for the comenient
dropping of waste infa the sea. As there was no systematic management of the solid woste,
villogers  disposed of the rubbish without considering the damage it coused Io the
environment. Dumping waste info the sea has @ huge impact on oguotic rescurcas, which
ore sowces of income for wilagers whose main occupalion involves the fishery - Doth
cotching marine animals for selling as fresh seafood and processing into drled shiimp. shrmp
paste and salfed fish, The wastes also couse damoge to fishing equipment such as fishine
nets, Besides, fishermen toke smail boats out to the sea and wsually bring stuff with them
and dispose of it in the seq. The most discandied waste is plastic such as plastic boes and
bodtles, resuline in the accumuiation of o massve amount of waste »y the sea, When the
fooding secson arives around Noverntber, the woter fioods milo the forest, faking out garbaee
o the whinlpool area i front of Borng Chon temale. The sarbage will later flow into the sea,
creating [he pollution for the whole country. In the past, oniy howseholds in Gang Chan
suhaistnet dumped earboge info the sea but the growdh of tourfsm has Brought morne wastes
to the areq ..."




European Linion's deforestation-free products

Forests cover approximately 31% of the earth, Forests funclion as sources of blological diversities,
being habitats of lhing things which mare than B0% of them llve on land &nd being homes of several
billians of people. Forests dlso asdst in reducing the amount of greenhouse gaes atmosphere by
alnsorbing carbon dicwide and storing & in form of carbon in wood and leaves, Thersdore, lora-die trees will
stove @ iot of carban o the wood, Whaen these trees grow topether as forasts, their signdicance will increass
making them deserve the conservation and tha axpansion ¥ MO forests will previde greaten storage for
cartan and reduce the climate chanee.

The study of Foad and Agrculture Organization (FAC) indicates that the world has lost 420 hectares
{2,625 rrillion rall of forest arsas cwer the past 30 years (1990-2020), Forest areas have guickly decreased
especially in topical and subtropical regions In other weds, roughly 10 millon hectares of forests
wirldwide are destrayed snevally. Brazil is dentfied as the couniry with greatest deforestation in the pas
decade in areas around Amazon forests, Countries in econamic markets of Sauth Armerican comtinent such
at Argenting, Brazil, Faraguay, Liruguey and Boliva have destrayed large fores! areas for llvesiock grazing
and soybean prantation, The Ewopean Union, secord only to Ching, & the word’s Lafgest imporrar of
wiybean and meat fram experting couniries in Seuth America. This means the contumption o thone
peachcts In the European Union has contributed to deforestation. of about 10% of total ameas and such
behavior is alse an accelerator for moreg destraction of fonest areas.

The E.ropean Union mitiated the idea to deter deforestation by prometing corsumpticn ol
products not imealving in farest destruction throughowt the whole suppty chaing, It had worked onoa
requlation and exchaneed cocperation on deforestation-Tee supply chains among stakeholders af couniries
in South Amenica snd the Eurcpean Unian. In September 7020, the European Parliament calied far the

drafting of a regulation on deforestation free products to solwe prablems of forest cheatruction and forest
degradakion,
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