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Preface

According to the Enhancement and Conservation of
National Environmental Quality Act, B.E. 2535 (1992)
Section 53 (9), the Pollution Control Committee is responsible
for preparing an annual report on Thailand State of Pollution
for consideration of the National Environmental Board and
for public information on the state of pollution, problems,
impact and management of the pollution in the year.
The purpose of the report aims to raise awareness among
stakeholders and to promote their involvement in
environmental conservation. Moreover, the information
provided will be useful to relevant organizations in
planning pollution management so as to protect the good
quality of the environment for the next generations in line
with the context of country development for stability,
prosperity and sustainability.

Thailand State of Pollution Report 2017 has been
prepared and printed as a concise summary report.
The report includes the significant issues of the
environmental quality and pollution state of each
environmental issue, causes and factors affecting the
quality of the surface water, coastal water, groundwater,
air quality and noise level, solid waste, hazardous waste and
hazardous substances. Proposals for pollution management
are also presented in the report including important
incidents concerning pollution problems in 2017 which received
public attention. Detailed information on the environmental
quality and pollution state, complaint management, law
and delegated law concerning pollution management,
national budget concerning environment can be found in a
compact disc. Both parts will be publicized via e-book, QR Code
scanning and website of the Pollution Control Department.

Lastly, | wish to express my appreciation to the
organizations concerned for their support of information.
My thank goes to the Committee on Thailand State
of Pollution Report, members and advisory board of Pollution
Control Board and those who have shared information and

given suggestions contributing to the success of this report.

0 St~

(Mr. Wijarn Simachaya)
Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

Chairman of the Pollution Control Committee
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STATE OF QUALITY OF SURFACE WATER,
COASTAL WATER AND GROUNDWATER

The trend of surface water quality of which the water quaity has a tendency to become worse are

Countrywide the overall surface Lower Rayong River, Upper Rayong River, Upper Phangrad River,

Welu River, Ping River, Bueng Boraphet Swamp, Phong River

water quality has been improved. , , ,
and Upper Langsuan River. Water sources of which the water quality
Some water sources has become had been poor continuously and needed urgent improvement

Sllghtly decreased quality and some were Lower Chao Phraya River, Lower Tha Chin River, Lopburi River,
water sources remains Continuously Lower Rayong River and Lower Lam Takong.

. . Percentage
in poor quality. 100 2
Since 2007, among the 59 main rivers 90 -
)7/ 88 8 3 3 28 2 3 3 2
and 6 standing water no water sources have 80
been found in very poor quality. The number of 70
water sources in poor quality has become 604
less meanwhile the number of water sources 01 35 36 43 49 48 49 49 41 46 55
40
in good quality has also become less.
30
The overall water quality in the past 204
decade showed that the majority was fair
10 28 29 25 15 18 23 22 25 20 17
quality (Figure 1). The water sources which had 0 | | | | | | | | |
consistently good quality were Upper Tapi River, 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
YEAR
Khwae Noi River and Chi River. Water sources B ExceLient Goob FAIR Pook M Very PooR

Figure 1 State of surface water quality countrywide (2008-2017)
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For the water sources in each region, the water sources in the Northeastern region have better quality than other
regions whereas the water quality of the Central region continued to be deteriorated quality as same as in the
previous year. In 2017, the top 5 water sources which had good water quality were Songkhram River, Chi River, Nong Han Lake,
Upper Tapi River and Saiburi River. The top 5 water sources which had poor water quality were Lower Chao Phraya River,
Lower Tha Chin River, Upper Phangrad River, Lower Rayong River and Kuang River. (Figure 2)

Kuang River

1 Songkhram River

1) Nong Han Lake

Chi River

Pranbud & ‘ t
Prachudp Khj!gkhan
R

Upper Phangrad River

Lower Thachin Lower Chao Phraya

River River

Lower Rayong
River

—— Good
Fair
- Poor

~—— Not monitored

: S : piEn Saiburi River
#r Sa e R .
‘ Good quality water sources —< River

N
@™ Dam/reservoir w 4% .
@ Province !

—— Provincial boundary line

Poor quality water sources
0 2550 100 nu.
—— Regional boundary T |

Figure 2 Thailand surface water quality in 2017
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Poor quality water was found downstream of the main rivers which were densely populated
area, industrial area, agricultural area and livestock farming area.

The cause of the poor quality of water sources is the discharge of untreated wastewater and the treated wastewater
which does not comply with the standard to the water sources. Presently, the wastewater from 21 million households
or from 66 million population has polluted water of 9.9 million m® per day, only 3.3 million m® or 33 % has been treated
by 97 central wastewater treatment system which have been constructed and operated. (Figure 3) From the inspection and law
enforcement with pollution sources, the average of 48 % of the establishment has complied with the law on

wastewater treatment.

Location of central wastewater
Northern Region treatment system in Thailand Northeastern Region

. Wastewater treatment system already

. Wastewater treatment system already
constructed and operated (20)

constructed and operated (16)

MOST)(SP) 8259 m*/D Nakhon Ratchasima Province

(MNRE)(SP) 7,600 m*/D

12. Town Municipality of Nan

12. Town Municipality of Mukdahan (MNREXSP) 8,500 m¥/D

1. City Municipality of Chiang Mai DA 5000mYD 1. City Municipality of khon Kaen (DPT4MNRE+ 78000 m*/D
MOSTYAL)
5
2. City Municpalty of Nakhon sawan (MNRE) MSBR) 36,000 /D 2. City Municipality of Nakhon Ratchasima (OPTISP+0D) 70000 YD
3. City Municipality of Chiang Rai (OPT (AL 21,200 m*/D 3. City Municipality of Udon Thani (MNREXSP) 46,950 m¥/D
4. City Municipality of Phitsanulok (DPT) (5P) 25,000 m3/D 4. City Municipality of Ubon Ratchathani (DPTXAL) 22,000 3D
5. City Municipalty of Lampang MOSTI(SP) 24,600 mY/D 5. Town Municipality of Warin Charnrab, (MOSTISP) 22,000 m¥/D
5 Ubon Ratchathani Province
6. Town Mundpality of Kamphaeng Phet MOSIEP) 13500 m/D 6. City Municipality of Knu Mak Sua, (Fisheries+DPT) 16,200 m3/D
7. Town Municipality of Phichit OPNA)  12000mD Sakon Nakhon Province (SP+CW)
8 Town Municipality of Mae Sod, Tak Province  (MOST)(SP) 11,000 m¥D. 7. Town Municipality of Kalasin (MNREXAL) 14,400 /D
8. Town Municipality of Surin (MNREXSP) 13,597 m¥D
Town M lity of Lamph (MOST) (S8R) e
- Toun Muricialty of Lamphun MOSTSBR) 10000 D 9. Town Municipality of Buri Ram (OPTIAD) 13000 mID
10. Town Municipalty of Phayao (OPT)(5P) 9,700 m¥/D 10. Town Municipality of Amnat Charoen (MOSTISP) 12819 m3/D
11, Town Municipality of Sukhothai Thani (MOSTI(SP) 8,400 m¥D 11, Town Municpality of Pak Chong, (MOSTISP) 12000 m¥/D
¢
[(

13, Town Municipality of Taphan Hin,
Phichit Province

[t
5 13. Town Municipality of Yasothon (MOSTYSP) 7,246 m¥D
5 14, Town Municpaliy of Chaiyaphum (MNREXSP) 6,000 m¥D
g ¢
[t

14 Town Municipalty of Tak (MOSTI(SP) 5,600 m¥/D 15. Town Municipality of Maha Sarakham (MNREXSP) 4,200 m3/D
15. Town Municipality of Chumsang, (MOST)(SP) 1,650 m*/D. e 16. Town Municipality of Bua Yai, (DOPAXSP) 3,000 m¥/D
Nakhon Sawan Province o Nakaon Ratchasima Province
16 Subdistric Maricpalty of ook Eat, PN s00mID 17. Subdistrict Municipality of Th Ree, (MNREXSP) 2050 m/D
Sakhon Nakhon Province
Kamphaeng Phe frovnce 18, Subdistrict Municipality of Kosumphisai, (MNREXSP) 1,500 m¥D
Subtotal 255809 m/D Maha Sarakham Province
. Wastewater treatment system delayed 19. Subdistrict Municipality of Tha Toom, (MNREXSP) 600 m*/D
or cancelled Surin Province
e 20, Subistict Municipality of Kud Jc, (MNREXSP)  512m?D

1. Uthai Thani, Town Municipality (DOPAMMOSTISP) 9,000 m¥/D
Total 264,809 m¥/D

Nakhon Ratchasima Province
Subtotal 354,578 m¥/D

. Wastewater treatment system delayed
or cancelled (1)

Central Region
1. Town Municipality of Nakhon Phanom (MNRE)SP) 8,600 m¥/D

Total 363,178 m¥/D

. Wastewater treatment system already
constructed and operated (27)

1. City Municipality of Nakhon Pathom (DPTYSP) 60,000 m?/D. .
2. City Municipality of Nonthaburi (DPTIOD) 385,000 mD Wastewater treatment system alread
3. City Municipality of Ayutthaya (DPTIOD) 20,000 m¥D constructed and operated (20)
4. Town Municipality of Saraburi (OPTIOD) 24,000 m¥D 1. Pattaya City, Chon Bur Province |
5 -NaKlue (MOSTIAS) 65,000 m¥/D
5. Town Municipality of Kanchanaburi (DPTIOD) 24,000 m¥/D o Vit 8o Kanchanaram TR 20000mD
6. Town Municipality of Ratchaburi (DPTXOD) 20,000 YD 2. Subdistrict Municipality of Laem Cha Bang, (OPTXOD) 25,000 m3/D
7. Town Municpality of Cha-am, (OPTIAD 17,000 m¥/D Chon Buri Province
Phetchabur Province 3. Town Municipalty of Chachoengsao ©PTYOD) 20000 mYD
5 4. Chon Buri Provincial Admiristration Organization (DPTAOD) 22,500 m¥/D)
8. Town M f Suphan B OPTISP) 12500 m?, ’
oum nicalty of Suphan Bui OPe) '“Z/D 5. Town Municipality of i Racha, ©PTYOD) 18000 mID
9. Town Municipaliy of Pathur Thani (OPTIOD) 11,000 m¥D Chon Buri Province
10. Town Municipality of Phetchaburi (ORDPBXSP) 10,000 m¥/D 6. Town Municipality of Chanthaburi ©PTXSP) 17000 m¥D
11. Town Municipality of Hua Hin (Phase 2), (DPTXOD) 8500 mD. 7. Town Municipality of Map Tha Phut, (VNREXAL) 14400 m¥D
Prachuzp Khiri Knan Rayong Province
12 Tonn Mty of o i (e 1 . 8. Town Municipality of San Suk, Chon Buri Province
n Muni
(onn Municpalty of Hua Hin (Phase 1 om . Wastewater treatment system already constructed and operated (19) ~Northem area (OPTYOD) 14000 m?/D
Prachuap Khi Khan T o N - Souther area (0PTIOD) 9,000 m¥D
13, Town Municipality of 8an Pong, (OPTISP) 8400 m¥D 1. Gity Municpalfty of Had Yai, Songkhla Province (MOSTYSP+CH) 138000 m*/D 9. Sublstrict Municipality of Ban-Phay, ©OPTIOD) 8000 m/D
Ratchaburi Province 2. City Municipality of Phuket (DPTXOD) 36,000 m*/D Rayong Province
14. Town Municipality of Ang Thong OPTIAL  8200m¥D 3. City Municipality of Songkhla (OPTHAL) 35,000 m¥D 10. Town Municipality of Phanat Nikhom, (OPTXSP) 5000 m¥/D
Chon Bur Province
5 4. Gity Municipality of Nakhon i Thammarat (MNREXSP+CW) 33,700 m¥/D
15. Town Municipality of Prachuap Khiri Khan OPTHAL 8,000 m¥D ity ipality ! 11. Subdistrict Municipality of Bang khla, (MNREXSP) 5,000 m¥D
16. Town Municpality of Chai Nt OPTIAY 5800 m¥D 5. Town Municipalty of Pa Thong, Phuket Province (DPTIOD+4S) 23250 m¥D Chachoengsao Province
17. Town Municpality of Sing Buri OPTIS?) 4500 YD 6. City Municipalty of Trang (OPTIAL) 22000 m¥D 12. Town Municpaliy of Khlung, (MOSTISP) 4,500 m¥/D.
18. Town Municipality of Photharam, (DPTXOD) 4,000 m¥D. 7. City Municipality of Krabi (OPTYAL) 12000 m¥D Chanthaburi Province 3
Ratchaburi Province 8. Town Municipalty of Thung Song, Nakhon S Thammarat Province  (VNREXFix flm and AS) 10,000 m¥D. E Csh“::‘;‘u'ﬁ:”;“n”n‘z‘epa“w of Bang 5 Ray, (NFEXSP) 4400 m/D
19. Town Municipality of Ban M, Lopbur Province  (DOPAYSP) 1,000 m¥/D 9. Subdistrict Municipality of Koh Samui, Surat Thani Province Subtotal 257,400 m¥D
20. Bangkok Metropolitan - Lamai Beach (DPTXOD) 8,000 3D
¢ ) : @ Wastewater treatment system out of order (1)
-Din Daeng *%s) 350000 m/D - Chaweng Beach (DPTIOD) 6000 m¥D
- Chong Nonsi ®s) 200,000 M¥YD - Nong Khaem (OPTXOD) 2,400 m3/D 1. City Municipality of Rayong (OPTHAL) 41,000 %D
T 5
~Nong Khaem ) 157,000 m¥D 10, Subdistrict Municipality of Kra Thu, Phuket Province (MNREXOD) 6000 mYD otal 296,400 m?D
- Chatuchak (As) 150,000 m¥D 11. Subdistrict Municipality of Karon, Phuket Province (MOSTYAS) 6,000 3D N B
Remarks : Sources of budget for the wastewater treatment system construction
- Bang Sue (A) 120,000 m¥D 12. City Municipalty of Yala
" i -MOST = Ministy of Science and Technology
- Thung Khu %) 65000 m¥D - Bidge in front of Yala Temple: (MNREXAL) 4600 myD
fotnatosn " 0000 mID Chovens sesch e 3200m¥D DPT = Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning
~SiPhaya ) 30000 D 15, Cheung Talay Subclstct Administration Organizaton (SAC), TAT = Toutsm Authorty of Thatand
Subtotal 1,409,400 m¥%/D Talang District, Phuket Province -DOPA Department of Provincial Administration
- Bang Thao Beach (MNREXAS) 2895 m¥D MNRE = Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
. Wastewater treatment system out of order (2) - Chaweng Beach (MNRENAS) 1667 m/D DOF = Department of Fisheries
1. Subdistrict Municipality of U Thong, (OPTISP) 6,000 m¥D 14. Ao Nang Subdistrict Administration Organization (SAO), (DNDAXSP) 400 m¥/D -DNDA = Danish Intemational Development Agency
Suphan Burl Province Koh Phee Phee, kati Province o oon i ROPB = Office of the Royal Development Projects Board
2. Subistrict Municipality of Phra Intharacha, (MOSTIAS) 4,500 m?/D 15. Ban Tai Subdistrct Administration Organization (SAO), TAT) 20m¥D B ) B
Athors o e P gan Distict, Surt Than Proince M = CtyMuncipalty -SM = Subdistict Municpality
Subtotal 10,500 m¥/D Subtotal 351312 m¥D STM = TownMunicpaliy -SAD = Subdistict Adminisration
- — Organization
B wastewater treatment system delayed @ \astewater treatment system out of order (2) PO - Provindal Adninisation Orgaization
or cancelled (1)or cancelled 1. Town Municipality of Pattani (OPTISP) 27,000 m¥/D Summary : T o7
1. Samut Prakan Province (MOSTIAS) 525,000 m*/D 2. Town Municipality of Chumphon (OPTSP) 12000 m*/D
Total 1,944,900 m3/D Subtotal 39,000 m¥/D °
Total 390312 m¥/D -
Total 105 vemmrimeenie

Figure 3 Status of central wastewater treatment system in Thailand (2017)
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Coastal water quality has become continuously improved. In some areas particularly the
estuary of the major rivers, water quality remains in poor quality

The good quality of coastal water has been PERCENTAGE
increased continuously by 61 % whereas the coastal 123:
water of the poor and very poor quality has decreased gg:
3 9% and 1 % respectively. (Figure 4) The areas where the 60+
50 -
coastal water is continuously poor quality are the 40-
: : o 30
estuaries of the following major rivers: Bang Pakong 20
Estuary, Chao Phraya Estuary, Tha Chin Estuary and 13:
Mae Klong Estuary. These areas have to support the final 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
I EXCELLENT Gooo FAIR Poor M Very Poor
wastewater from the community, industry, agriculture

and aquaculture before discharging into the sea. Figure 4 State of coastal water quality countrywide (2008-2017)

Coastel water quality by area, the coastal water quality in the Eastern Gulf of Thailand, Western Gulf of Thailand
and Andaman Sea is good except the Inner Gulf of Thailand which the quality is fair. The top 5 coastal water areas of good
quality are Ao Saphli bay and Ao Thungwualaen bay in Chumphon Province, Thale Waek sea and Had Tonsai beach on Phee Phee
Istand in Krabi Province and Chong Samae San sea in Chon Buri Province. The top 5 coastal water areas of very poor
quality are Pak Klong 12 Thanwa and in front of the dye factory KM 35 in Samut Prakan Province, Pak Klong Tha Koey in Surat

Thani Province, Chao Phraya Estuary in Samut Prakan Province and Tha Chin Estuary in Samut Sakhon Province. (Figure 5)
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Groundwater in all regions of the country is in
good quality and comply with consumer

The quality of groundwater in the total 27 basins
complied with the standard of potable groundwater as
stated in the Groundwater Act, B.E. 2520 (1977). However,
the amount of minerals found in the groundwater in some
areas was higher than the requirements in the standard
and varied according to the geological, hydrological and
environmental condition. In general, iron and manganese
were found in large amount, so the groundwater quality in
the problem areas needed to be improved.

In the Northern region, fluoride was found in
groundwater in some sedimentary layer, granite layer and
fault line. Salty groundwater was found in rock salt layer
in Bo Klua District of Nan Province.

In the Central region, there was a problem of
brackish water. Moreover, nitrate, arsenic, selenium, fluoride
and heavy metals such as lead and mercury were found in
groundwater of some areas.

In the Northeastern region, brackishness in the
water was resulted from the rock salt layer underneath.
Diffusing nitrate in high amount was also found in the area.

In the Eastern region, lead and arsenic contamination
was found in groundwater in Chon Buri and Rayong Provinces.

In the Western region, fluoride and lead were found
in groundwater in Tak Province. Manganese was found in the
groundwater in Kanchanaburi Province.

In the Southern region, the problem of brackishness
was caused by the intrusion of sea water in the coastal area of

the Gulf of Thailand, Andaman Sea and Songkhla Lake. (Figure 6)

Monitoring areas of the groundwater quality

The problem of contamination of heavy metal
and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) was
found in some risky areas

Monitoring was conducted on the area risk of
contamination from the inappropriate landfilling or industrial
waste disposal and the illegal waste dumping area where
it was found to have a problem of contamination of
heavy metal and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and
surveillance was carried out on mineral potential areas and
industrial areas. The 12 areas under monitoring and
surveillance were in the following provinces namely,
Phetchabun, Phichit, Saraburi, Loei, Khon Kaen,
Chacheongsao, Chon Buri, Rayong, Tak, Ratchaburi and
Kanchanaburi. (Figure 6)

source: Department of Groundwater Resource, 2017

Proposals for management of the quality

of water and wastewater in the future

The wastewater management is not adequately
effective due to the lack of budget of the local
administration for investment in the construction of
wastewater treatment system and maintenance. Other
problems are the discharge of untreated wastewater or
treated did not complying with the standard to the water
sources. the enforcement of law is inadequate and does
not have a link with the system of factory license, the
inadequate involvement of the public and community in
the wastewater management at the source and the reduction
of wastewater discharge. These problems have made the
Polluter Pays Principle (PPP) impractical. Therefore, it is
recommended that the management of the quality of water
and wastewater should be carried out as follows:

® The authority responsible for factory license
should specify as a condition or an obligation in the
application for factory license that the entrepreneurs must
have wastewater management or wastewater treatment
system which can cope with the amount of wastewater to be
discharged and capable to treat wastewater in accordance
with the standard on pollution control at the sources. Moreover,
inspection and supervision of the wastewater management
at the sources must be carried out under the factory license
law to ensure that it complies with the standard.

® Development of a standard for wastewater
discharge in terms of loading taking into account the carrying
capacity of the water sources. The discharge of wastewater
is controlled by the emission permit.

® The wastewater treatment system should be
required and provided for the towns which are economic
center, economic town of each region and special economic
zones according to the government policy within 5 years

® The community wastewater treatment system
should be considered as one of the public utilities the same as
electricity and water supply. The wastewater treatment system
in the local area where the Local Administration is not ready to
take responsibility should be assigned to be operated by the
wastewater management authority or by the private sector.

e Fee for water quality conservation (fee for
wastewater management) should be collected from the
organization of water users for water supply or from different
sectors for use in the construction of wastewater treatment
system and managed by the Beneficiary Pays Principle (BPP).

® Knowledge and information relevant to water
should be disseminated to the public to raise awareness
about the significance of rivers and canals and the economical
use of water.
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Northern Region

Groundwater quality

Fluoride (F) was found to be higher than the
maximum allowable concentration (1.1-12 mg/l)
in Chiang Mai, Phrae, Mae Hong Son, Lampang
and Lamphun Provinces.

/J
. MAE HONG SON
Upper Central Region gG

Groundwater quality

Nitrate (NO,) was found to be higher than the
maximum allowable concentration (50-105 mg/l)
in Sukhothai and Kamphaeng Phet Provinces.
Lead (Pb) was found to be higher than the maximum
allowable concentration (0.057-0.097 mg/l) in
Sukhothai and Phichit Provinces. Mercury (Hg) was

UDON THANI ¢ ;
concentration (0.0013 mg/l) in Phitsanulok Provinces. BUA o
Arsenic (As) was found to be higher than the
maximum allowable concentration (0.1372 mg/l)
in Kamphaeng Phet Province.

Iron (Fe) was found in 1.2 3.3 mg/l in Kamphaeng Phet,

Phitsanulok, Phichit, Sukhothai and Nakhon Sawan /\\%
ETCHﬂBU
Provinces. The highest value of 160 mg/l was found P‘) CHAIYAPHUM —
in Sukhothai Province. Fluoride (F) was found in i < \.\_____
1.4 -1.6 mg/Lin Nakhon Sawan and Sukhothai i ﬂ AMNAT CH. ARQEN
Provinces. § ki =
/ 3-\‘ NAKHON SAWAN “]
. g a9 )
Western Region A { ot ;6 s .‘\1 j PJW\/J j
I o @ &
Groundwater quality "4 [V \\ 1 UTHNTHANI i y vl
Avsenic (As) and lead (Pb) were found to be higher thanthe | gy % \ NAKHON RATCH . S o Yy
maximum allowable concentration (0.0822-0.4693 mg/l ~1 R |\ \ 2P &
and 0.0526-0.0714 mg/l respectively) in Mae Sod District, \} & SI SA KET ATCHATHAN.F
Tak Province. N S @ .
Special areas under monitoring were Wat Pa Huay Suaand KANCHAN":BBURI 3 ¢ ¥ C AP ﬁ"‘/
the housing area of Mr. Sunthorn Tongfa in Kanchanaburi \ ' e §
Province where manganese (Mn) was found. N - .
Lower Central Region \1’
P SA KAEO
Groundwater quality +
High amount of chloride (Cl) (630-3,800 mg/l) was found in Saraburi, ¥ »a-; Northeastern Region

Chachoengsao, Ang Thong, Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri and Suphan 1 .
Buri Provinces. Arsenic (As) was found in Chai Nat Province to be higher ;{ B ;xf@f:o Gz oLl . .
than the maximum allowable concentration (0.0584-0.0875 mg/). 4 , ko CHANTHA ‘bﬁl el () v'vas i 2 hlg'her 2 ma‘xur\um alllnlif
Mercury (Hg) was found in Chai Nat and Lopburi Provinces to be higher } PHET(IHABUR/.V 3. SAMUT PRAKAN \ concentration (0.05-0.2 Mg/l) in Nam Phong District, Khon Kaen
. X /|4 samuT sakHol G ) Province. Sulphate (SO,) was found to be higher than the
than the maximum allowable concentration (0.002-0.008 mg/l). @f |5 samuT song N N 5 L
N, ;—v%n |6 sinGBUR 1% \r (EAT maximum allowable concentration (440 -3,000 mg/l) in Buri Ram,
Bangkok and vicinity ? ; m\\ R RN 51 AYULTHAYA t"\\ ) TRAT 3 Maha Sarakham, Yasothon, Srisaket and Surin Provinces.
Groundwater quality &i { | :AK:SQ :ﬁ;:‘w \: i Nitrate (NO,) was found to be higher than the maximum
Chloride (CU) was found to be high (600-1.000 mg/l) in Samut Prakan Province. "’7 t) 10 PAT E;'\Q\ allowable concentration (46-640 mg/l) in Maha Sarakham,
Chloride (CV) was found to be higher than 2.000 mg/l in Samut Sakhon, PRACCUAP KHIRI KHAN b % Khon Kaen and Kalasin (Report of 2016).
Nonthaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Pathum Thani and Ayutthaya Provinces. gt
Arsenic (As) was found to be higher than the maximum allowable ../J / ﬁ
concentration (0.0706-0.959 mg/l) in Nakhon Pathom Province. Mercury (Hg) ™ J i )
was found to be higher than the maximum allowable concentration / ;7 Eastern Region
(0.0576 mg/l) in Ayutthaya Province. Selenium (Se) was found to be higher / ﬂﬂ’( Co——
than the maximum allowable concentration (0.0184-0.038 mg/l) in Ayutthaya .4 —q_tx . . :
Province and Bangkok Metropolitan. "S | | Arsenic (As) was found to be higher than the maximum allowable concentration
Legend V 4 CHUMI;Hé)N (0.0603-0.1722 mg/l) in Sri ‘Racha and Sataheep Districts in Ci.wn Buri Province apd in
cwates monitoring station & Map Ta Phut, Rayong Province. Lead (Pb) was found to be higher than the maximum
< Grouln "Na S ) ) ,é allowable concentration (0.0552-10 mg/l) in Sri Racha District in Chon Buri Province and
B Monitoring area of groundwater in waste disposal area J \;5. in Map Yang Phon Subdistrict in Rayong Province. Iron (Fe) was found to be higher than

Contaminant (Higher than the maximum allowable concentration)

the maximum allowable concentration (18-160 mg/l) in Bang Nam Phriew and Ban Pho
Districts in Chacheongsao Province, in Sataheep District in Chon Buri Province and in
Rayong Province.

Arsenic contamination > 0.05 mg/l
Mercury contamination > 0.001 mg/l
Fluoride contamination > 1 mg/l
Iron contamination > 1 mg/l 4 .
Nitrate contamination > 45 mg/l [/\ e
- ® a Arsenic (As) was found to be higher than the maximum allowable
Lead contamination > 0.05 mg/l g . . ' - .
Volatie organic compounds (VOCS)/ % concentration (0.05-1.3640 mg/l) in Ron Phiboon Subdistrict, Ron Phiboon

. heavy metal contamination > 1 mg/l ; District in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.
3 Salt water intrusion !

Southern Region

Sulphate contamination > 250 mg/L Salt water intrusion

Monitoring areas 1. Thai Gulf Salt water intrusion was found in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.

@ Area of Wax Garbage Recycle Center Co. Ltd,, Ratchaburi Province
(@) vea o Better World Green Public Co. Ltd, Saraburi Province a
@ Industrial Area, Nam Phong District, Khon Kaen Province I' %;i \\ dlﬁ»‘mﬁ
@ Area of Map Ta Phud Industrial Estate, Rayong Province - W

The quality of groundwater near the coast ranged from brackishness to saltiness
and the amount of chloride (Cl) was high (2,500 mg/l). In Songkhla, the amount
e of chloride (CV) found in the groundwater near the coast was higher than the

maximum allowable concentration (6,600 mg/0).

2. Andaman Sea In the coastal area of Phuket and Phang Nga Provinces, Chloride

(Cl) was found to be higher than the maximum acceptable concentration. Chloride
N (CU) was also found in Satun and Surat Thani Provinces (highest value 17,000 mg/).

@ Area of Zinc Mine, Mae Tao Subdistrict, Tak Province @
@ Area of Thung Kham Gold Mine, Loei Province
@ Area of Akara Gold Mine, Phichit and Phetchabun Provinces
Area of Lead Mine, Klity Creek, Kanchanaburi Province ay \
@ Ilicit waste dumping area, Nong Haen Subdistrict, Chachoengsao Province \

NARATHIWAT Groundwat.er quality

4 Nitrate (NO,) was found to be higher than the maximum allowable

A concentration (66 mg/l) in front of Ban Laem Jak School in Pak Raw

Subdistrict, Singha Nakhon District, Songkhla Province.

Illicit waste dumping area, Nong Hiang Subdistrict, Chon Buri Province
® Ilicit waste dumping area, Map Phai Subdistrict, Chon Buri Province

e UTH G584 Zone 67

@ Illicit waste dumping area, Map Yang Phon Subdistrict, Rayong Province

Figure 6 Situation and monitoring areas of groundwater quality in Thailand (2017)
Source : Department of Groundwater Resource, 2017
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STATE OF AIR QUALITY
AND NOISE LEVEL

The overall air quality in 2017 has been improved. However, the problem of particulate

matter, ozone, volatile organic compounds still exists in large cities with traffic congestion,
in industrial zones and in areas where there is open burning.

Particulate matter of the diameter less than or equal to 2.5 microns (PMZ'S) The 24 - hour average was in
the range of 2-166 pg/m’ (standard value 50). The annual average was in the range of 9-36 ug/m3. The countrywide
average was 22 pg/m’ (standard value 25) The situation was the same as in 2016. The problem of PM__was found mostly
in large cities with congestion of traffic or transport, in area of open burning of agricultural residues and in industrial area

where fuel was used in large amount. (Figure 7)

mmm the number of days which the Annual average mmm the number of days which the Annual average
particulate matters exceed the particulate matters exceed the
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Figure 7 Annual average of concentration of PM, and
the number of days which the particulate matters exceed the standard value (firstly PM,  monitoring 201 1-2017)
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Figure 7 Annual average of concentration of PM, and
the number of days which the particulate matters exceed the standard value [firstly PM, . monitoring from 2011-2017)

From 2012, the concentration of PM, The 24- hour average was in the range of 3-268 pg/m’ (standard value 120).
The annual average was in the range of 20-103 pg/m’. The countrywide average was 41 ug/m’ (standard value 50). From
2012, the concentration of PM has a tendency to be decreasing except for the area of Na Phra Lan Subdistrict in Saraburi

Province where there are quarry operation, stone mills, cement factory and local transport. (Figure 8).

Annual average (Lig/m’)

Range (max.-min.)
150

125 —o— Bangkok and vicinity

100 W —o—  Saraburi Province (Na Phra Lan Subdistrict))

75 Northern region
> —O0— Northeastern region
22 —— Countrywide

2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 ------ Standard value

Figure 8 Annual average of concentration of PM, (2007-2017)

Ozone (03) The state of ozone decreased slightly but it was still higher than the standard value in the Central region,
Northern region, Eastern region and Northeastern region. The highest value was in Samut Prakan Province, particularly
in the area of industrial sites and traffic congestion area. (Figure 9) For volatile organic compounds (VOCs) such as
benzene, there was a tendency to decrease continuously. However, the areas to be monitored were around Rayong

Industrial Estate and Bangkok. (Figure 10)

Annual average (Lg/m’) Monitoring Range

—o— Bangkok and vicinity
180 —o— Eastern region

Central region
100

—o— Northeastern region

------ Countrywide

20
2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 —— Standard value

Figure 9 Annual average of ozone (highest 1-hour average in 2007-2017)
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Annual average (tg/m°)
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Figure 10 Annual average of benzene in atmosphere (2013-2017)

Meteorological factor and pollution sources factor effecting the state of air pollution

In the draught season when the air is still and the high pressure is over Thailand from December throughout March
every year, the air pollution is accumulated in the area more than other seasons. This problem is found in the Central

region, Northern region and Northeastern region. (Figure 11)
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Figure 11 Monthly average of the particular matter assessment by the satellite MTSAT (2011-2015)
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Overall pollution sources factor, the major sources
of air pollution are traffic congestion and fuel combustion
of land vehicles. The increasing number of vehicles
(Figure 12) corresponds with more fuel consumption and
energy use which causes air pollution. In transport sector,
the energy consumption increased by 7.2 % of that in 2016
whereas the energy use in industry sector decreased by

3.5 %. However, the energy use in industry sector ranked

number 2 after the energy use in transport sector. (Figure 13) 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

[l PRIVATE CARS [ LARGE LORRIES OTHERS

Figure 12 Accumulated number of registered vehicles
countrywide (2009-2017)
Source : Department of Land Transport, 2017
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Figure 13 Final energy consumption by economic sectors (2015-2017)
Source : Department of Alternative Energy Development and Efficiency, 2017

Continuous effort and collaborative working deal with air pollution in critical areas, but
Na Phra Lan and Map Thaphut areas must intensively carry on their measure.

In 2017, the situation of haze and smoke in 9 Northern provinces resulted from the open burning and forest fire
has been improved by the integrated function of relevant organizations led by of Ministry of Interior through the mechanism
of Public Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Act, B.E. 2550 (2007) under the single command of each provincial governor.
With the collabolative working of all sectors, the number of days which the particulate matter exceeding the standard
value was reduced from 61 days to be 38 days (38 %) and the number of hotspots for each province was reduced from
10, 133 to be 5,418 hotspots (47 %). (Figure 14)
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particulate matters exceed the
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cumulative number of hotspots

Figure 14 Situation of the particulate matter and
cumulative number of hotspots in 9 Northern provinces (2013-2017)

Solving the problem of particulate matters in Na Phra Lan Subdistrict in Saraburi Province, in spite of the
active integrated effort of Saraburi Province and relevant organizations to solve the problem and to control the particulate
matter from the pollution sources, the problem still persists. The number of days which the particulate matter exceeds the
standard value increased from 26 % to be 30 %. (Figure 15). In the future, it is necessary to regulate that the entrepreneurs
take immediate corrective action regarding pollutant emission and to have strict enforcement of all related laws. It is also

necessary to consider the carrying capacity of the mining and related industries for this areas, appropriately.
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Figure 15 Situation of PM10 in Na Phra Lan Subdistrict, Saraburi Province

Continuous effort has been made by Rayong Province and related organizations to solve the problem of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) in Map Tha Phut Subdistrict. The average of 1,3- butadiene in the area has decreased whereas the
average of benzene and 1, 2 - dichloroethane still increased, (Figure 16), as a result of the operation processes (shutdown/
turnaround/startup). Therefore, the local organizations should take more strict measure in overseeing the above
mentioned activities continuously. Meanwhile, the Department of Industrial Works is in the process of issuing a regulation
to control VOCs from the flare, chemical tank and maintenance activity. The Pollution Control Department is in the process
of developing emission standard on the loading of benzene from oil refinery and 1,3 - butadiene from chemical
industry. The Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning has used the result of the study of the

carrying capacity of benzene in Map Tha Phut area in the consideration of the impact assessment of the related projects.
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Figure 16 Concentration of benzene, 1,3-butadiene and 1,2- dichloroethane
in Map Tha Phut Subdistrict and relevant area, Rayong Province

Noise level problem on the roadside areas, particular traffic congestion period in Bangkok and its
vicinity areas still persisted, but the tendency has become continuously decreasing.

From the monitoring of noise level in general areas, most was found to be within the standard except for the

roadside areas particularly in Bangkok where has traffic congestion period, the value exceeds the standard by 40 %

(standard value 70). However, there is a tendency that the problem is decreasing continuously in all areas as a result of

the strict inspection of the vehicle condition and the amendment of the standard for motorcycle exhaust (noise level).

(See Figures 17-18)
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Figure 17 The 24 - hour average of equivalent continuous noise level (Leq) in 2017
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(a) Roadside areas in Bangkok and vicinity areas
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(b) General areas in Bangkok and vicinity areas
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(d) Provincial general areas

Figure 18 Trend of noise level in 2008 - 2017



Proposals for the management of air quality
and noise level in the future

The problem of particulate matter, ozone and volatile
organic compounds is still a major problem for several areas
due to an increase of pollution sources in the transport sector
and industrial sector. Moreover, the supervision and law
enforcement in the emission of air pollution from the
pollution sources is not adequately effective. There is emission
of air pollution exceeding the carrying capacity of the area.
The pollution sources do not have full responsibility for the
emission from their operation. This includes the open burning
of agricultural residues in the forest and other areas for the
preparation of the new planting. Moreover, the support
and involvement of all sectors in environmentally friendly
production and consumption is not wide. Proposals for air
quality management are as follows:

e® The emission standards from vehicle should
be upgraded to be equivalent to EURO 6 standard within
2030 and the standards for fuel should be upgraded to be
equivalent to the standard EURO 5 and EURO 6 by 2023.

e Promoting the use of environmentally-friendly
vehicles such as Eco Car, Electric Vehicle (EV) and Hybrid Car .

e Developing the emission standard from industrial
air pollutant in terms of loading taking into account the

carrying capacity and control the emission by emission permit

system.
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e Establishing a measure regarding traffic control
or vehicle control in traffic congestion areas, urban areas or
during critical time.

e The Continuous Emissions Monitoring System
(CEMS) should be implemented in the industrial estates,
industrial zones, special economic zones and all power
plants to ensure the law compliance and immediate
inspection providing transparency in the operation.

e The persistent problem of air pollution in specific
areas such as Map Ta Phut Subdistrict in Rayong Province, Na
Phra Lan Subdistrict in Saraburi Province should be solved
without delay. Special measures should be designed to control
the number of business operation or pollution sources,
air pollution emission in critical areas. Strict inspection
should be carried out on the pollution sources to ensure
their compliance with the law. Involvement of the local
people in monitoring the air pollution emission in the area
should be promoted.

@ Promoting the use of carbon tax for fuel and vehicle
to increase the efficiency in the use of automotive fuel.

e Promotingthe burning-free agriculture by supporting
the addition of value to agricultural waste to reduce the

problem of haze and smoke from open burning.
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STATE OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE,
HAZARDOUS WASTE AND HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

The municipal solid waste each year has not decreased but the waste segregation

for utilization and the proper waste disposal has continued to improve.

In 2017, the amount of municipal solid waste
generated was approximately 27 million tons or increased
by 1.15% due to the population growth, city expansion,
urbanization in various areas, consumption behavior of
people and tourism growth.

Despite the increase of municipal solid waste,
the waste management had a good trend. After being

segregated at the source, approximately 8.51 million

tons of waste (31%) was utilized representing an increase of
47 % of the previous year. Most was recycled waste (84%)
and the utilization of organic waste (about 15%) whereas
the remaining waste of 11.69 million tons (43%) was
collected and was transported for proper disposal
representing an increase of 22% of the previous year.
The rest of 7.17 million tons (26%) was improperly disposed
such as by open dump or open burning in waste disposal
sites, illegal dumping in public areas and water sources.
However, the amount of improper disposal of waste had
decreased by 39%. The improvement trend of waste
management in the past 3 years has resulted from the
government policy after having put the waste management
among the national agenda of 2014. Furthermore, the
campaign of raising awareness of the people about the
waste reduction by sorting the waste at the source has

supported the good trend of waste management. (Figure 19)
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Figure 19 The proportion of amount of municipal solid waste generated, waste utilization,
and the amount of waste properly and improperly disposed (2008- 2017)

The municipal solid waste management of the
local administration organization did not cover
all areas. Solid waste in many areas was not
collected for proper disposal.

Solid waste generated in Bangkok was 4.86 million tons
(18%). After segregation, the amount of 0.99 million tons of
solid waste was reused whereas the remaining of
3.87 million tons was properly disposed. In 76 provinces
all over the country which had a total municipal solid waste
of 22.51 million tons (82%), 5,169 local administration
organizations (66%) had the system of waste collecting and
transport to the waste disposal sites while 2,607 local
administration organizations (44%) did not have such
management system. Local people had to dispose the waste

in their own land.

The efficiency in the operation of municipal
solid waste disposal has been improved.
The policy of promoting the utilization of waste
to energy by collaborate with private sector
is alternative option in order to manage
municipal solid waste in local areas.

There were 3,101 municipal solid waste disposal

sites countrywide. Out of this number, 2,867 disposal sites

were in operation and 234 sites were already closed particularly
the small solid waste disposal sites in villages or community
and the waste storage areas which were almost full. The
operating waste disposal sites had 2,914 systems (some
sites had more than 1 system). Out of this number, 677
disposal systems were properly implemented while 2,237
disposal systems were not implemented correctly (Table 1)
and needed to be improved to minimize the environmental
impact. Such impact would cause trouble to people living
around the waste disposal sites which might lead to the
opposition to the disposal sites construction in the future.
In addition, the re-utilization of waste to be used as fuel for
electricity generation according to the government policy
and the goal of the Ministry of Energy has supported the
waste management of the local administration organization.
Presently, there are 32 waste power plants of the generating
capacity of 190.491 MW. In order to promote private
participation in waste management, the extension of time
for the support of purchasing electricity from waste power
plant (Feed-in Tariff: FiT) which will come to deadline in

September 2019, should be considered.
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Table 1 Status of municipal solid waste disposal sites in 2017

Total of 3,101 municipal solid waste disposal sites

2,867 in operation
Public sites Private sites

2,493 374

234 are closed
Public sites Private sites

199 89

Total of 2,914 municipal solid waste disposal systems

Total of 677 proper municipal solid waste disposal

Type

Sanitary landfills / Engineered landfills
Controlled dumps with a capacity of less than 50 tons/day
Incinerators with air pollution control system

Incinerators with the capacity of less than 10 tons/day
and having air emission control system

Segregation system, compost, and correct landfill system
Mechanical- biological treatment system

Total

The proper management of municipal
hazardous waste has increased but lacks
the support of law or regulations.

Out of the estimated 618,700 tons of municipal
hazardous waste, most waste was from electrical and
electronic equipment (WEEE) accounting for 401,300 tons
or 65%. The rest of about 216,600 tons or 35% was
household hazardous waste such as batteries, dry cell batteries,
chemical containers and spray bottles, etc. which were
discarded with general solid waste.

In managing municipal hazardous waste system, the
local administration organizations and related agencies set
up a receiving point for hazardous waste in the village or
community to be collected and transported to the provincial
hazardous waste storage centers which comprise presently
80 centers. As a result, the proper management of municipal
hazardous waste has increased 10% or an amount of
60,600 tons. However, this was not adequate. The issuance
of regulatory guidelines for segregation municipal hazardous
waste from general solid waste and the enforcement of a
law requiring responsibility of the private sector for the
management of waste from electrical and electronic

equipment should be accelerated.

Number (System)
Public sites Private sites

96 13
379 86

2 9

23 11

30 3

19 4
549 128

Industrial waste has been under the proper
management system which has a potential
to cope with industrial waste countrywide.
However, the existing problem of illegal waste
dumping should be handled.

Out of the total amount of industrial waste of 32.95
million tons which has been under appropriate management
system, 31 million tons or 94% was non-hazardous industrial
waste and 1.95 million tons or 6% was hazardous waste.
Approximately 20.8 million tons of industrial waste, out of
which 20 million tons was non-hazardous industrial waste,
has been utilized by burning for energy, making compost,
sorting for selling, and sea reclamation or land filling.

There is the distribution of industrial waste treatment
and disposal facilities in each region of the country. The
highest potential of industrial waste treatment and disposal
is in the Eastern part as it is the location of dense industrial
plants, followed by the Central, Western, Northeastern,
Northern, and the Southern parts. (Figure 20) However,
the problem of illegal dumping of hazardous industrial
waste in old pits, unseen places along the roadsides or in

the landfills of general waste needs more monitoring.
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Remarks:

Information from the Industrial Waste Management Plan
(2015-2019)

WG = Waste Generator

WP = Waste Processor

Figure 20 The industrial waste treatment and disposal facilities distribution,
potential capacity and the distribution in each region

Source : Department of Industrial Works, 2017

Management of infectious waste from large public hospital was efficient. However,
the management system of infectious waste from private clinics, veterinary clinics and
animal hospitals has to be developed.

The amount of infectious waste of 58,000 tons was generated from more than 26,800 public hospitals, private
hospitals, private clinics, animal hospitals and clinics including hazardous pathogen laboratories. Most of the infectious waste
(65%) was generated from public hospitals under the Ministry of Public Health whereas 35% was from private hospitals
and clinics. Infectious waste of 51,300 tons or 88.5% was properly managed by the incinerators for infectious waste owned
by local administration organization, private sector and hospitals. (Figure 21) However, the reporting system of infectious

waste management of private clinics, animal clinics and animal hospitals has to be developed.
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Figure 21 The amount of infectious waste generated and disposed in 2017

Source: Department of Health, 2017

The use of chemical substances or hazardous substances of the country is declining.

In 2017, Thailand imported the top 10 agricultural hazardous substances approximately 145,000 tons, 8% lower than
the amount imported in the previous year. The top 3 imported agricultural hazardous substances were herbicide (74%),
insecticide (11%) and fungicide (9.7%). (Figure 22) For industrial hazardous substances, the amount of top 10 industrial
hazardous substances imported was approximately 2.77 million tons and the top 3 were methanol (25%), sulfuric acid

(24%) and ethylene dichloride (14.5%). The trend of chemical substances use in agriculture and industry has declined in

the past 5 years. (Figure 23)
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Figure 22 The amount of agricultural hazardous substances imported (2013-2017)

Source: Department of Agriculture, 2017
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Figure 23 The amount of industrial hazardous substances imported (2013-2017)

Source: Department of Industrial Works, 2017

The legal measure on chemical substances management
in 2017 has added 23 entries to the list of hazardous
substances of which the production, import, export and
possession of such substances is under control under the
Hazardous Substances Act 1992 (B.E.2535). This is in line
with the compliance with the obligations of International
Convention on Hazardous Substances Management, the
campaign on the safe use of chemicals and the promotion
of Good Agricultural Practice (GAP). For the problem of
chemical impact in industrial sector, leakage and accidents
of chemicals used in factory and in the transport were found
in provinces where industrial factories are densely located.
In agricultural sector, the improper use of agrochemicals
resulted in chemical residue in agricultural produce and
environment and the problem of agrochemicals packaging

waste management.

Proposals for the management of municipal
solid waste, hazardous waste and hazardous
substances in the future

The problem of increasing waste and hazardous
waste is partly due to the unnecessary use of resources or
raw materials for producing packaging as there is no law or
regulation to control products and packaging design to
become less waste. Moreover, public awareness and
behavior on waste management, mechanism for waste
segregation at the source, waste disposal sites and
the management system for hazardous waste are not

adequately promoted. Furthermore, there has been an issue

of an inappropriate use of agrochemicals, and the prohibition
of some kinds of chemical use in various countries but
Thailand still use them. Therefore, proposals are made for
the management municipal solid waste, hazardous waste and
hazardous substances as follows:

® Setting up rules/regulations or requirements by
designing products and packaging to be environmentally
friendly (eco design) in order to reduce the amount of waste

® Reducing the amount of waste by sustainable
management such as waste utilization, waste to energy,

making organic fertilizer etc.

e Reducing the production and consumption of
products which are made from non-biodegradable plastic and

single use product.

® Setting up the Permit System for disposal areas
of municipal solid waste, hazardous waste and infectious
waste to be implemented by private and public sectors

e Ending the improper waste disposal sites by
having no open dump within 5 years by local administration

organizations.

® Charging fee is allowed for packaging, for products
which are difficult to eliminate and accelerating the law
enforcement to expand the role and responsibility of private
sector (producer) in managing hazardous waste of electrical
and electronic equipment.

® Cancellation of the use of agrochemicals
prohibited by the international Convention or which there is
scientific evidence of their harm to people’s health.

® Developing the role and responsibility of private
sector in managing the chemical residues or deteriorating

chemicals as well as the product waste.
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Presentation of the incidents which has impact on the quality of the environment as well as the pollution

management of related sectors to reflect the social awareness and involvement in environment conservation.

The collapse of the distillery slop pond of the Thai Agro
Energy Public Company Limited in Suphan Buri Province
On 1% October 2017, the distillery slop pond of the Thai Agro Energy Public

Company Limited in Suphan Buri Province collapsed. The wastewater
which flowed into Tha Chin River had adverse effects on the people
living in Moo 7 and Moo 15 of Nong Makha Mong Subdistrict, Dan Chang District
in Suphan Buri Province. Their agricultural area was damaged and the quality
of water and surrounding environment was tremendously spoiled that the water
was not fit for consumption and for agricultural purpose.

From the area inspection and sampling of wastewater from the distillery slop

B " pond and the water sources which may be affected by the incident, it was found
that the quality of wastewater from the distillery slop pond was incompliant with the standard for industrial wastewater.
Quality of water in Khachee Creek, Krasiew Creek and Tha Chin River was very poor. Heavy metal was not found.
The company was ordered by Suphan Buri Province to stop all of its operation, to improve the wastewater treatment
pond and compensate for the damage of the people. The company has made improvement of the wastewater
treatment system, repaired the collapsed levee of distillery slop pond and paid monetary remedies compensation
of around 66 million Baht to the affected people.
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Rehabilitation of Klity Creek from the lead contamination, Kanchanaburi Province
Klity creek was contaminated by the leak of the turbid liquid from the tailing pond of the Lead Concentrates
(Thailand) Co. Ltd. which is situated at Chalae Subdistrict, Thong Pha Phum District in Kanchanaburi Province.

The government has allocated the budget of 454 million Baht to the Pollution Control Department

for rehabilitation of Klity Creek during 2018-2020. The rehabilitation includes secure landfilling,

the contaminated area, removal of the contaminated soil,

covering

construction of two additional sediment traps,

sediment dredging and transferring to the secure landfilling, rehabilitation of the area around the former mineral

processing plant and landfill covering. The environmental
quality of Klity Creek area will be monitored and the
community leader as well as the local people will be
informed of the result from the public announcement.

In 2017, the water quality was found to be
complying with the standard for surface water quality
and fit for consumption after sterilization and treatment.
The sediment in the creek at the end of the mineral
processing plant still has high lead contamination resulting
in higher lead content in the Benthic animals such as shrimp,
craband shellfish than the requirementsin the food standards.
For fish, only meat is consumable. Most vegetable and
plants are consumable except for the ones which are
grown around the mineral processing plant. The soil quality
in the area of upper Klity Village still exceeds the standard
value as it is the lead potential area.

The expense in the rehabilitation will be sued
for damages from the polluter. After the rehabilitation,
the leak of the secure landfilling will be monitored.

Sediment accumulated at the bed of the creek in front of

G@Emmﬂmeﬁm@m&

Landfilling

Phase 1: Continuous monitoring

Phase 2: Removal of all sediment and weir con-
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o struction

|
around the mineral processing | ™

plant by excavating and | Pida kcars AESE Phase 3: Removal of the sediment accumulated

covering in front of the former weir

Phase 4: Removal of the sediment accumulated in
front of the former weir

Phase 5: Construction of new weir and removal of
sediment in front of the weir

Phase 6: Removal of all sediment

) "%D\ Phase 7: Continuous monitoring

| ) P
| ¢

o Management
'1{ ! of Ban Klity School’s playground %
{
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the 4 sediment traps will be removed

for disposal at the landfill. Moreover,
a study on safe agriculture and safe
living in the area will be conducted
and continuous monitoring of the
amount of lead in blood will be

carried out.
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Solving the problem of Saen Sab Canal in Bangkok

Saen Sab Canal has confronted
the persistent problem of very poor
quality water particularly from the area
of Klong Tan to Bang Kapi which is
business area and densely populated
area where the canal serves as a receiving
point of the wastewater from the drain
which has an adverse effect on the
water quality of the canal. From the
water quality measurement in 2017,
from Pratunam to Surao Mai School in
Nong Chok District, the value of
dissolved oxygen (DO) was 0.2-5.3 mg/l
and the biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) was 2.7-19.4 mg/L.

The government has given
importance to the remedy and
rehabilitation of the water quality of
Saen Sab Canal. The Office of the
National Economic and Social
Development Board was appointed
to be the focal point for the
preparation of an action plan for the
rehabilitation of San Sab Canal with
the cooperation of Ministry of Interior,
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment and Ministry of Transport.
The action plan consists of 3 phases
comprising a 5-year plan (2021), 10-year
plan (2026) and 20-year plan (2036).

The main operation includes strict

enforcement of law

fwgns
Ronoosoy

with the sources of
domestic wastewater
and supervision of
the discharge of
wastewater from the
large sources of
wastewater, surveying
the discharge of
household wastewater along
Saen Sab Canal and its branches in
order to design an appropriate system
for wastewater collecting and
treatment system for construction
under the wastewater treatment
project of Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA). The action plan
also includes fee collecting for
wastewater treatment at the
household level, weeding and
canal dredging, creating awareness
and promoting participation of the
people by disseminating knowledge
concerning water pollution management.
Moreover, organizations should be
restructured to be one-stop service
of wastewater management to reduce
duplication of work.

In the implementation of
the action plan in 2017, the discharge

of wastewater from the pollution

STl TRl

sources along Saen Sab Canal and its

branches covering 21 districts in Bangkok
was monitored. Out of 631 buildings
inspected, 212 buildings (34 %) have
wastewater drainage complying with
the standard whereas 411 buildings
(66 %) the wastewater drainage
was non-comply with the standard.
Most buildings are condominiums,
hotels and department stores.
Improvement of wastewater treatment
system was required within a specified
date. Consultancy has been offered
to the pollution sources for the
improvement. Thus, the number of
pollution source complying with the
standard has been increased to be
54 %.

The operation of the relevant
organizations was the primary phase
of the action plan. When the action
plan has been completed, all sectors
will be aware of the problem and
have involvement in wastewater
management at an early stage which
will contribute to the improvement of

the water quality of Saen Sab Canal.
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The frequent problem of scattering marine debris on the tourist beaches and the stranded rare sea animals
which swallowed non-biodegradable waste such as plastics in 2017 has awakened the interest and alert of the people,
academics, relevant public and private organizations and the government to find solution to the problem.

The main cause of the problem is the waste discarded by community, tourists, marine occupations and industrial
plants. The cause of pollution also includes the transportation of waste left in the river and canal to the sea. The marine
debris will obscure the marine view resulting in a damage and destruction of the sea animals’ life, ecosystem. Moreover,
it will accumulate in the food chain.

Marine debris management consists of 2 parts, i.e. management of land debris and marine debris. The land debris
should be managed at its source. Awareness, discipline and behavior in consumption should be changed. In the management
of marine debris, the amount of debris from fishery, navigation, marine tourism and marine reserves and marine
protected areas should be reduced. In 2017, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources has issued the notification
No. 1064/2560 (2017) on measures to protect 24 marine and coastal
resources from damages caused by smoking and disposal of cigarette
butts and any solid wastes or by any action which can produce damage
or is harmful seriously to marine and coastal resources.

Moreover, to solve the problem of plastic waste which has impact
on the environment, the Pollution Control Department has cooperated

with the relevant organizations and the following 5 major producers and

suppliers of drinking water by signing the Memorandum of Understanding on

13" February 2018 to stop using cap seal for drinking water bottle starting from 1 April 2018.

1. Sermsuk Public Company In attempting to solve the problem of marine debris at the regional

Limited, producer of drinking water 1 level, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand, in
“Crystal” cooperation with the ASEAN Secretariat, organized an ASEAN meeting on
“Reduction of Marine Debris in ASEAN” during 22-23" November 2017 in

Phuket. The objectives of the meeting were to review the status and situation

2. Thai Drinks Company Limited,
producer of drinking water “Chang”

3. Boonrawd Trading Company ' of pollution concerning marine debris in the ASEAN region, to exchange
Limited, producer of drinking water
“Singha”

4. Nestle (Thailand) Company

experience in policy and the successful implementation at the national
level and to brainstorm on the guidelines on marine debris reduction in
ASEAN. The meeting supports the strengthening in policy, building potential
Limited, producer of drinking water

“Nestle Pure Life”

of personnel in education, research and innovation, participation of private

sector, raising awareness, conducting campaign and public relations.

5. Carabao Group Public Company
Limited, producer of drinking water

“Carabao”

_ . 0 _ H H H 0,
s estimetad it ine unmeessssy Other plastic bags 18 % Piece of fishingnet 3 %

i : . o 0
S mountiof plastic whichinas adverseletiect Plastic bottle for drinking water 17 % - Bottle cap 3 %

on the environment will be reduced - Glass bottle for drinking water 11% - Shopping plastic Bag 3 %

. . - Foam, food container 9 % - Cigarette butts 3 %
by 2,600 million pieces per year or around
59 - Straw 5 % - Plastic plate or bowl 2 %
0 ton per year.
- Piece of rope 4 % - Other wastes 18 %

- Water can 4 %
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Integrated waste and wastewater management in the national parks

The ecotourism has become
more popular among the Thai tourists
and foreign tourists every year mostly
in the area of the national parks. Among
150 national parks in Thailand, today,
the average number of visitors is
16.68 million per year. The increasing
number of tourists has resulted
in an increasing amount of solid
waste and wastewater in the
national park. Without proper
management, there will be adverse
effect on the land and marine
environment. Apart from obscuring
the scenic view, the waste becomes
the source of pest and creates
pollution for the local people and
affects negatively the tourism image.

The Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment has
implemented solid waste and
wastewater management in the
national parks with a focus on the

reduction of waste at the source.

The local administration,

schools, establishments

and tourists in the area

and nearby areas are

required to separate

waste for reuse and

collect waste for proper

disposal according to

technical principle. For
wastewater management, a survey
will be conducted to collect basic
information on the buildings and
structures in the national parks for
analysis of the situation and
wastewater problem and for
designing the pattern and system
of wastewater management
appropriate for the environment
of the national parks. Moreover,
the national parks officers and
youth network will be provided
with related knowledge and
understanding in order to involve
the monitoring and protection of the
natural resource and environment
in the national parks. The pilot
projects have been implemented in
the following 10 national parks:

- Khao Laem Ya - Samet Islands
National Park,
- Noppharatthara Beach -

Pee Pee Islands National Park,

- Doi Inthanon National Park,

Khao Yai National Park,
Thanbok Khoranee National Park,
Erawan National Park,
Phu Kradueng National Park,
Mu Ko Chang National Park,
Mu Ko Lanta National Park
Ko Tarutao National Park
In addition, to develop the
national park to be the ecotourism spots
complying with the environmental
management standard and can offer
good service to the tourists leading
to sustainable development, the
following 14 national parks have
been assessed to be “Green National
Parks”.
® Hill national parks (4) comprising
Doi Inthanon National Park, Doi Luang
National Park, Phu Nang National Park,
Phu Phan National Park
® Islands and beaches (3)
comprising Ao Phang Nga National
Park, Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park,
Thanbok Khoranee National Park
® Waterfalsl and water sources (7)
comprising Khao Sok National Park,
Chaeson National Park, Doi Phukha
National Park, Doi Phahom Pok
National Park, Tat Ton National Park,
Srinagarind Dam, Khao Khitchakut
National Park




Public-private cooperation in collecting household

hazardous waste

The rising awareness of the  service providers of hazardous waste
private sector about the importance of management (TESAMM, Better _'
management of household hazardous World Green Public Co. Ltd., Waste
waste has led to the following cooperation  management Siam Ltd, Akkhie
projects between the public and private  Prakarn Public Co. Ltd., Umicore
sectors in collecting the household  Marketng Services(Thailand) Co. Ltd.,
hazardous waste and waste from Matsuda Sangyo (Thailand) Co. Ltd.)
electrical and electronic equipment to collect the used mobile

(WEEE) for appropriate technical telephones from the public and

treatment and disposal:

® Projecton “Retumoldmobile  project was launched on 9"

organizations for recycling. The

Thailand State of Pollution Report 2017

phones for merits and country February 2017. From the original

development”, a cooperation project amount of WEEE (mobile phone) of 9,800,000 pieces or weighing 1,766 tons

between the network suppliers (AIS, per year, in 2017 the amount of collected WEEE was 1,746,000 pieces or

Dtac, True, Samsung and Sony) and  weighing 315 tons per year.

® Project on “Public-private collaboration,
hazardous waste segregation”, a project to collect
household hazardous waste and waste from
electrical and electronic equipment starting in
Bangkok. The objectives of the project are as follows:
1) Providing convenience for the people

in segregation hazardous waste from the household.
2) Raising awareness of the people about

the importance of segregation hazardous waste at

the sources up to the destination.

-~y

Us:150
o &
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3) Department stores and convenient stores
will serve as disposal sites of household hazardous waste
to be collected by Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
for technical treatment and disposal.

The pilot hazardous waste to be included
are 5 types of products namely, battery for mobile
telephone, waste of mobile telephone, fluorescent
lamps, battery for dry cell and hazardous substance
contaminated containers such as spray bottles.
Presently, there are 2,718 disposal points for hazardous

waste in Bangkok.
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Minamata Convention on Mercury

The purpose of Minamata Convention on Mercury is
to control and reduce the use of mercury to protect human
health and environment from the emission of mercury and
mercury compounds in the atmosphere, soil and water by
human activities. According to the resolution of the cabinet
of 20" June 2017 giving approval to Thailand to be party to
the Minamata Convention on Mercury, Thailand has become
party of the Minamata Convention on Mercury on 24"
June 2017 (ranking the 66" country in the world).
Moreover, Thailand is the first country in Southeast Asia
to be party of all 4 conventions under the International
Convention in Chemicals and Hazardous Waste namely,
Minamata Convention, Rotterdam Convention, Stockholm
Convention and Basel Convention.

Minamata Convention on Mercury covers several
activities such as the following:

® Supply source of mercury, mercury trade,
mercury-added products such as dental amalgam,
battery, electric switch and relay, compact fluorescent
lamps and tube, high pressure mercury vapor lamps,
cold cathode fluorescent lamps (CCFL), External electrode
fluorescent lamps (EEFL), cosmetics, soap, whitening,
herbicide and pesticide chemicals, measuring device

which is not electronic system

® Production process using mercury and mercury
compounds, traditional and small scale gold mining, control
of the source of mercury emission to the atmosphere
such as coal-fired power plant, coal fired industry, cement
factory. Releasing of mercury to water or to soil. Capacity
building in mercury storage, management of mercury waste
and mercury contaminated area

As party of the Convention, Thailand has to
comply with the obligations in the Convention.
However, Thailand has requested for postponing
for 5 years the implementation of the provision
concerning the use of mercury-added products and
mercury-added production process pending the
amendment of the national secondary legislation
regarding mercury which falls under the responsibility
of 3 main Ministries namely, Ministry of Industry, Ministry
of Public Health and Ministry of Commerce, of which the
consultation has been held and the operational plan has
been prepared. In the near future, Thailand has to prepare
the inventory of mercury emission and national action plan

to comply with the obligation of the Convention.
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