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Code of Ethics for Researchers

National Research Council of Thailand
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“Researcher” refers to a person who conducts a systematic search for knowledge
in order to find an answer to an issue in question using a methodology that is accepted in that
respective field, and, therefore, comprehensive in its idea, concept, and method for the data

collection and analysis.
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“Ethics” refers to the principles for appropriate behaviors indicating the professional morality and
ethics compiled by people in each profession to serve as a code of conduct for the professional
members to follow in order to maintain their famed integrity and to promote the prestige of the

profession.
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Research ethics is an important element of the research methodology as the research
process requires the researchers to frequent themselves closely with the objects of their study,
living or non-living. Consequently, the research may affect the objects negatively if the
researchers tread without care. Research activities are vital for the policy planning and setting in
all aspects of the national development, especially in the development of the quality of life of

the population. Quality research is a product of the researchers’ specialized knowledge and



ability as well as of their moral and ethical integrity in conducting the research. Low-quality
research works, regardless of the causes, could backfire and generate negative impact on the
academia and the country if they are promulgated. The National Research Council of Thailand,
therefore, set “the Code of Ethics for Researchers” to act as a guideline for researchers to follow
in order to conduct their research studies on an appropriate ethical and academic basis and to
assure the standard of the studies that corresponds to the researcher’s honor and reputation.

The Code of Ethics for Researchers comprises 9 items as follows.
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A researcher must be honest and possess academic as well as management integrity.

A researcher must be true to himself and never take credit that is not his due. A researcher does
not plagiarize; he honors the sources of his research data by providing citations and references.
A researcher must be open in securing his research funds and be just in matters regarding the

benefits from his research.
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A researcher must be aware of the research obligation he has to the funding/supporting
organization and with the organization of his affiliation. A researcher must observe the research
obligation and agreement to which all parties involved have consented. A researcher must
devote his time to produce the best research possible within the timeframe that has been

agreed upon. He must be responsible and never forsake his work when it is still incomplete.
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A researcher must possess the fundamental knowledge in the field of his research.
A researcher must have sufficient background knowledge in his research area, as well as related
knowledge, expertise and experience, in order to produce quality research and to prevent
mistakes from an erroneous analysis, interpretation or conclusion that could jeopardize the

research work.
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A researcher must take responsibility for the object of his research, living or non-living.
A researcher must operate with care and validity when conducting a research related to humans,
animals, plants, art and culture, resources and environments. He must be conscientious and
determined in his endeavor to preserve the art and culture, resources and environments.
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A researcher must respect the dignity and rights of his human subjects. He must not be
tempted by the promise of academic benefits that could induce the slip of the respect for
human dignity. It is a researcher’s duty to explain the research objectives to his sample group

without deception or force and without violating others’ personal rights.
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A researcher must have the freedom to think without any bias in each and every step of
his research work. He must be aware that personal biases and academic partiality could result in
the distortion of information and academic regulations that may, consequently, jeopardize the

research work.
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A researcher should make use of his research works in ways that are right.
A researcher should promulgate his research works for the benefits of the academia and
the society. He should not exaggerate the research findings and manipulate the works in

a wrong way.
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A researcher should respect academic opinions of others. He should be open-minded and
willing to disclose the research information and procedure, to listen to other people’s academic

views and reasons and to improve and correct his own research works.
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A researcher should take responsibility for all levels of the society. He should possess
the conscience to devote his intellectual power to his research for academic advancement and

the prosperity and benefits of the society and the human race.
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